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What’s happening with graduation? 
There will be a county wide virtual graduation for all Seniors; in addition PHS will be having 
their own virtual graduation ceremony. Mr. Carothers reported that the PHS staff is working 
with the SGA and Senior class representatives on the ceremony and there will be emails sent to 
all families of seniors when things are finalized.  
Caps and gowns will be distributed. At this point in time there will not be a live graduation. If 
things change later in the summer, there is hope that a “Senior Celebration” can be arranged. 
 
What about yearbooks? 
There has been contact with Jostens. The Yearbooks are currently being worked on. Mrs. Van 
Yuga will be sending an email update within the next week. 
 
Grades/GPA calculation: 
The board of Education voted for option 5 on Tuesday May 12. This option allows for students 
to choose either a “pass” or letter grade for each class. If the students meet the requirements 
for a “pass”, then they can choose to receive a letter grade for 4th quarter which will be one 
grade higher than the grade received for the 3rd quarter for that class.  Mr. Carothers explained 
the 4 criteria in which the student had to achieve to receive a pass. Students must meet at least 
2 of the 4 criteria. 
 
Mr. Carothers explained that the students will no longer receive a 0 or Z.  Any assignment not 
completed will be left blank. Parents and students will still be able to see a grade for each 
completed assignment so they can know how they did on a given assignment. However the 
overall grade will not necessarily be an accurate assessment of the student’s grade because it 
will not calculate in the blanks for missing assignments. 
 
What is the average amount of time that should be spent on school work?  
Mr. Carothers stated that about 4 hours per week per class, including zoom check ins. If any 
student is having difficulties with assignments in any class, they should contact the teacher. 
 
AP Exams 
Are teachers adapting the workload for the students taking AP exams?  
Mr. Carothers said “YES”.  Once again the students need to reach out to their individual 
teachers for additional time on assignments. 



 
What about the problem with submission on some of the AP exams? 
Mr. Butler answered this question. He said that they had talked with College Board and an 
email would be sent out directly from them regarding how to submit the information and make 
up tests. 
 
What is the cheating policy for the Exams? 
Mr. Butler responded that College Board had their own system for checking on cheating. 
 
Is the SAT/ACT free test being rescheduled? 
The school has not received any information as of yet but Mr. Carothers thought it would be 
some time in the fall. 
 
What about Prom and post prom party? 
At this point there is no actual cancelation but prom is very unlikely to a happen. 
Dawn Albert made a statement that the PTSA was hoping to have some kind of celebration 
later in the summer. 
  
What about Athletics? 
All Athletics have been cancelled for the rest of the school year. Mr. Carothers did not know 
about fall athletics.  The coaches were working on getting the awards out to the deserving 
seniors. An email will be sent to the seniors who participated in sports. 
 
How do the students get their items left at school and return school items? 
Mr. Carothers said that MCPS is still process of working it all out. However because of 
uncertainties about fall reopening, Mr. Carothers will let students who borrowed chrome 
books, keep them at this point in time. 
He will provide the information via his Sunday message and emails, when he knows. 
 
Will there be refunds for unused parking permits? 
Mr. Carothers will look into it. 
 
Will school be reopening in August? 
Mr. Carothers stated that the topic is being discussed but he did not anticipate full reopening 
under the phase 3 plan, until 2021. He said a hybrid method was being researched for the fall, 
where students would return on an every other day or weekly schedule in smaller groups. 
Nothing had been decided at this point in time. 
Summer school would be available in an “on-line learning” model. 



What about incoming ninth grade orientation? 
Mr. Carothers was hoping to have some kind of program but nothing worked out as of yet. 
Mr. Carothers stated there are still a lot of unknowns because of the unknown recovery from 
the virus. 
 
Mr. Carothers announced some good news. The security vestibule would be constructed in 
June. 
 
Since there were no further questions, Dawn thanked everyone for joining and thanked 
 Mr. Carothers and Mr. Butler for their time.  She stated they the PTSA would hold another 
virtual meeting before the end of the school year. 


